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ATTACY ALPANTAN CFFICIALS' IGNORANCE OF LAW

Azccsding to Item 20 of the Law on People's Councils, uemters of pecple's
councile «njoy {mmunity in the area vhere they are chosen. Nevertheless,
there are peorle’s councils vhich have failed to cbasrve the immunity of their
members. According o 1aw, the right to withdraw the lmmunity of A member is
held v peopie’s zrunsils and their executive orgenx, wharea: hie acztual va=-
moval from  afffee 15 the »ight of the citizens who sriginally slscted him.

in some people's councils, the Zmmunity of members haz been withdrawn for
retty resscne, s unjuzt astion. This has occurred because both officers and
members of peopletd councils ars toooften unfamiliar with the laws regulating
their activitier, :

Feople®s councile err vhen they believe that their cbligation ends with
the dismissal of a member who has neglected to fulfill his duties The presi-
dent of the execuiive committee of the peopla's council of Mlede, Shkoder Rreth
(d1strict) was dizniszmed for gross negligence of dnties, However, the people's
counclil which took this ection performed only pesrt of ity duty, for 1t failed
to analyze thoroughly the causes for the dlamisael, and, most impertant -f all,
failed tc dfscuss these shortcomings openly for the benefit of all membars of
the paople:x counsil,

Similer cuges wers noted elsewhere, One of these wasx the succezsive dis-
migzal of two vicretaries of the people's couneil of Shpat, Elbasan Rreth, al-
though moust members of the pecple's council wars unswara of the pracise in-
adaquacies of the twe secretaries. Much the same thing occurred in the cage
cf the wecretary of the executive committee of Berat Rrath.

Such gummary procedures stifle criticism and self-criticism among the
uwasges, In ajdition, they show fear of subjecting peovle's council members
snd their executive organs te criticism, without which they car hardly be ex-
pected to bs aware of their shortccmings and to correct them.

It is aleo esssntial that membears of people's countils mske a spacial
effort to familiarire themselves better with the lawe of the Albanian People's
Republic, so that they may end such irregulerities and inadequscies described

above .,
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